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Theme 6 Story 1 
The Art Lesson 

 
artist          pictures           favorite          friends          turtles 
 
cartwheels        cities      cousins       practice     everywhere   
________________________________________________ 
 
Tommy knew             he wanted to be an artist  
 
when he grew up.         He drew pictures        everywhere he went. 
 
It was          his favorite thing        to do.       His friends had 
 
favorite things to do,       too.     Jack collected      all kinds        
 
of turtles.     Jeannie,          Tommy’s best friend,       
 
could do cartwheels       and stand on her head. 
      
But Tommy           drew            and drew           and drew. 
 
His twin cousins,          who were already grown up, 
 
were in art school           learning to be real artists. 
 
They told him        not to copy         and to          
 
practice, practice, practice.       So,           he did. 



     Tommy put his pictures         up on the walls  
         
                   of his half of the bedroom. 
________________________________________________ 
     Tommy knew he wanted to be an artist when he grew 

up.  He drew pictures everywhere he went.  It was his 

favorite thing to do.   

     His friends had favorite things to do, too.  Jack collected 

all kinds of turtles.  Herbie made huge cities in his sandbox.  

Jeannie, Tommy’s best friend, could do cartwheels and 

stand on her head. 

     But Tommy drew and drew and drew.  His cousins, who 

were already grown up, were in art school learning to be 

real artists.  They told him not to copy and to practice, 

practice, practice.  So, he did. 

     Tommy put his pictures up on the walls of his half of the 

bedroom. 

 



        


